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A Life to Those Shadows is a series of real and invented portraits that critically reconstruct, and 

attempt to create images for temporal experiences, which formerly had no visual component.   As a first 

generation American of  Dutch-Indonesian heritage, I find it unsettling that the Indische (Dutch-
Indonesian) ethnicity is rapidly disappearing in the post-colonial diaspora of the 21st century. The 

distinctive Indische ethnicity came about when the first Dutch traders arrived on the banks of Java in 

the early 17th century. Slowly, the Indische rose to a respectable position in the rigid caste system in the 

Dutch East Indies (now Indonesia), while native Javanese had few opportunities to raise their 

educational and social status. For this reason, Indische men identified themselves as Dutch, and 

many fought in the Netherlands Royal Military against Japanese occupying forces during WWII. 

Following the Indonesian War for Independence (1945-49) 98% of the Indische population left 

their own country to ‘repatriate’ in Holland, a country most of them had never seen. The portraits 
are an imaginary genetic time line of speculative Dutch-Javanese ancestry through the process of 

visual invention; each face becomes a mask and an enigmatic labyrinth of shifting facial features. My 

obsessive remaking of the same or similar faces explores the pictorial paradoxes of how memory 
and the imaginary develop their own authentic forms of realism, and historical speculation. These faces 

reflect malleable, changeable, yet unknowable times, spaces, and narratives. The portraits address 
the crisis of race representation within the expansion of globalization, reflecting the familiar yet 

estranged voices of the current global mass migration crises. Two portraits of the dissident author and 

novelist Pramoedya Ananta Toer reflect the importance in writing Indonesian history through the Post-

Colonial lens of Dutch imperialism, educational repression of native populations, to Post-Colonial 

Indonesian identity, to economic and political corruption, and the breakdown of racial, cultural and 

religious tolerance.
Indische Man in Batavia (Jakarta), 1933, 2016, Oil on Panel, 40” x 30”
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